SUGGESTIONS AND RESOURCES

FOR WRITING AND PUBLISHING

FROM: DOM TESTA

Many people have a desire to write, but

they just don’t know where to turn. | get

countless emails from people who want
advice, so | know you're out there!

However, it seems that everyone wants a
quick and easy answer to “How do |
publish a book?” Sorry, but the answer
would take volumes, and can’t possibly
be answered in an email or in one quick
summary. It's like asking, “How do you
build a space shuttle?”

But the last thing | want to do is
discourage you. Instead, | will point you
in a few directions and give you a push to
get you started on your search. The rest
is up to you. Are you really serious about

it? Then you've got some work to do!
Writing the book is the easy part. What
you do with it after that is the real work.
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WRITING

Here are my recommendations for writing tips and pointers. Of course, you'll be able
to find hundreds of other books and magazines that are extremely helpful, but these at
least will get you going.

On Writing by Stephen King

Whether you like his particular style or not, the man knows how to tell a tale,
and | think he knows a thing or two about writing successful fiction. | truly
enjoyed his thoughts on the subject. You'll soon come to understand that no
two people write the same way, and that's just fine. This is a great book for
INSpiring you.

The First Five Pages by Noah Lukeman

This book covers fiction, nonfiction, journalism, poetry, you name it. Lukeman
positions this as a guide to staying out of the rejection pile, but whether you're a
novice or seasoned writer you will find handy tips and exercises.

How To Write A Damn Good Novel by James Frey

If you think that title is funny, you should see the follow-up book: How To Write
a Damn Good Novel I1.

A veteran author, as well as a college instructor, Frey walks you through the
fine art of crafting dramatic storytelling. Again, even if you know some of this
stuff already, it's a great refresher course. Both volumes are well done.

The Writer's Guide to Crafting Stories For Children by Nancy Lamb
The title says it all. Format, content, setting, and characterization are all
covered, with examples pulled from some children’s classics. Nancy might
know a thing or two about it. She's only published more than forty books.

Writing For Dollars by John McCollister

Unless you really just want to donate all of your work...uh-huh.

McCollister has penned a no-nonsense guide for freelance writers. Included
are tips on researching your work, finding an agent, networking with other
writers, and more. He even lists some tips for dealing with the tax man.
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PUBLISHING

This is the big one, isn't it? By now you probably know that you have a knack for
writing, but the question is, “How do | get it into print?”

Well, you have research to do and decisions to make. Are you going to go after a
traditional publisher? Will it be one of the big publishing houses in New York or
LA? Will it be a smaller press?

Or will you become a self-publisher?

There are pros and cons for both routes, and nobody can tell you which way will
be best for you. Only you can decide that.

| began my own publishing company because | wanted to be in control of every
aspect of my books, from the cover to the editor to the price and more. However,
that's not for everyone. You’'ll spend more of your time running a business than

writing. It all depends on your comfort level in the business world.

Here are a few suggestions to find out more.

The Self-Publishing Manual by Dan Poynter
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SELF-PUBLISHING

The Complete Guide to Self-Publishing by Tom and Marilyn Ross ._’“""“‘”;

Both of these books are first-rate. They walk you through all of the
steps necessary to start your own publishing business, and they don't
pull any punches. They show you just how much work you'll be doing,
and they spell out the benefits and drawbacks.

| liked the fact that both books include timelines and to-do lists. These
are great reference books, and | highly recommend both.
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PUBLISHING

Writer's Market (www.writersmarket.com)
Writer's Digest (www.writersdigest.com)
Publishers Weekly (www.publishersweekly.com)

Three magazines that are very helpful to both the beginner and the experienced
writer/publisher. Writer's Digest offers not only tips and info, but there are multiple
contests that you may enter. My first book, Galahad 1: The Comet's Curse, won the
Grand Prize in a Whiter's Digest 'Best Self-Published Book' contest.

Writer's Market is a valuable reference source, helping you to find an agent, a

publisher, or even a magazine that might want to print your work. One word of
caution: Carefully read the specific requirements that each source lists. There's
nothing that screams "amateur” more than sending your material to an agent or

magazine that does not work with your genre. Pay attention to what they tell you
they're looking for.

The Colorado Independent Publishers Association
Or, any association of independent publishers in your region. Do
an online search for find the association nearest you. They will

i o
\/_:--"" offer information, resources, and (most importantly)

encouragement. Take advantage of it! In Colorado, the website
Is www.cipabooks.com.

Another good source of information is a company called Outskirts
Press (www.outskirtspress.com). They can show you several
different options, depending on how much work you want to take
on yourself and how much you want to farm out.
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